
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                 August 20, 2021 

 TSA extends face mask requirement through January 18, 2022 

WASHINGTON – The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) is extending the face mask 
requirement for individuals across all transportation networks throughout the United States, including 
at airports, onboard commercial aircraft, on over-the-road buses, and on commuter bus and rail systems 
through January 18, 2022. 

On January 31, TSA announced the initial face mask requirement with an expiration date of May 11. On 
April 30, TSA announced an extension to the face mask requirement through September 13, 2021.  

Airline travelers should check with their airline on additional inflight restrictions prior to taking their trip. 
All commuters and travelers should check with the CDC website for additional guidance. Exemptions to 
the face mask requirement for travelers under the age of 2 years old and those with certain disabilities 
as well as civil penalty fines will also remain in place. 

Travelers with questions regarding airport security screening procedures may send a message via 
Facebook or Twitter to @AskTSA for live assistance from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET on weekdays or 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. ET on weekends/holidays. Individuals who require screening assistance due to a disability, medical 
condition or other special circumstance may contact TSA Cares at least 72 hours in advance of their 
flight by calling (855) 787-2227. For additional information about TSA procedures during the COVID-19 
pandemic as part of our “Stay Healthy. Stay Secure.” campaign, visit tsa.gov/coronavirus. 

 ### 

The Transportation Security Administration was created to strengthen the security of the nation's transportation 
systems and ensure the freedom of movement for people and commerce. TSA uses a risk-based strategy and works 

closely with transportation, law enforcement and intelligence communities to set the standard for excellence in 
transportation security. 

For more information about TSA, please visit our website at tsa.gov. 
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